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The Gulf of Maine is warming faster than 99% of all other marine waters on the planet. The implications for 
species, biological communities, ecosystem services and coastal communities are significant and largely 
unknown. In this context, NeCSA was formed to investigate and document coastal change in the Gulf of Maine.  
 
Our Goals: 
 

1. Coordinated monitoring and research to document and discover patterns of environmental change in 
the Gulf of Maine: We aim to leverage the scientific value and expertise of individual stations and 
marine labs by coordinating research and monitoring programs that specifically benefit from data 
integration and analysis across the spatial extent and diversity offered by our network of stations.  

 
2. Innovative, field-based approaches to coastal studies, community engagement, communications and 

stewardship: We are committed to building scientific literacy among students of all ages and across 
disciplines, and to communicating the impacts and implications of rapidly changing coastal systems to 
communities and decision-makers at all levels. 

 
3. Fiscal sustainability and network longevity: We value science for the public good and believe relevant 

scientific knowledge is necessary to make informed resource management decisions.  We intend to serve 
as a community resource, and consequently be supported by a range of funding sources. 

 
NeCSA Activities 

• Monitoring intertidal water temperature at nine member stations and developing a shared rocky 
intertidal monitoring protocol.  

• Developing a collaborative artist-in-residence program. 
• In 2015 and 2016, three in-person meetings were held to develop NeCSA’s strategic plan to guide 

network activities over the next 10 years. 
 
 


