
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, 
LIABILITY RELEASE ANDINDEMNITYAGREEMENT 

 
The success of the program or project in which you are (or your son, 
daughter or ward is) participating depends to a large extent on good 
communication among all parties involved, including parents and guardians 
of minor participants. It is important to the Hurricane Island Foundation 
(“HIF”) that you understand the nature of its programs and project and that 
you are informed regarding risks, limitations of liability, emergency medical 
treatment, and other legal issues.  
 
HIF programs and projects are based on Hurricane Island or around 
Penobscot Bay, which is 12 miles off the coast of Rockland, Maine.  Because 
of its location and topography, certain risks are inherent in each activity that 
cannot be eliminated without destroying the unique character of the activity 
and/or the environment. The following describes some, but not all of those 
risks: 
 
Weather conditions, which may change rapidly and unpredictably, and may 
cause injury directly (for example, rain or hail storms, sunburn, lightning 
strikes, cold temperatures, and the like) or by acting upon other factors (for 
example, performance of equipment may be impaired by weather conditions). 
 
Most activities take place in a natural environment, where unexpected, 
unseen, and unmarked objects and conditions create risk of injury or death 
from falling, tripping, slipping, unstable surface conditions and falling rocks 
or objects.  Activities near or on the water involve risk of injury, illness, 
hypothermia, and drowning.   
 
Equipment used in activities may break, fail, or malfunction, despite 
reasonable maintenance and use.  Some of the equipment used in activities 
may inflict injuries even when used as intended.  Persons using equipment 
may lose control of such equipment and cause injury to themselves or others. 
 
Additionally, there are risks of becoming ill or injured in a remote area 
without medical facilities. Communication and transportation can be difficult 
and sometimes evacuations and medical care may be significantly delayed. 
 
HIF does not want to frighten any participant, their parent or guardian, nor 
does it want to reduce enthusiasm for participating in the program or project 
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but HIF believes it is important for each participant, parent or guardian to 
know, in advance, what to expect and to be informed of the inherent risks, 
hazards, and dangers that are inherent in an off-shore wilderness 
environment.  
 
I understand that such risks simply cannot be eliminated without 
jeopardizing the essential qualities of the program or project. I acknowledge 
that there are inherent risks and dangers that may be encountered during the 
program in which I (or my child or ward) will be participating. I knowingly 
assume and accept full responsibility for the risks identified above and those 
inherent risks not specifically identified.  I knowingly and freely assume all 
such risks, both known and unknown, even if arising from the negligence of 
HIF or others.  I realize that my participation and/or the participation of my 
minor child or ward in any HIF activity are purely voluntary and I elect to 
participate in spite of and with full knowledge of the inherent risks.  
 
For myself, my heirs, successors, executors, legal representatives and 
subrogees (collectively “Successors”), I hereby knowingly and intentionally 
waive, release, hold harmless and promise to indemnify and not to sue HIF, 
its agents, representatives, officers, directors, employees, volunteers, 
contractors, participants, and all others acting under their direction and 
control and the owners of properties, real and personal, on which HIF 
activities may take place (collectively “the Released Parties”), from any 
present or future right, claim or cause of action, liabilities, suits, expenses 
(including attorneys fees) which are related to, arise out of or are in any way 
connected with my participation in a HIF activity, or as a result of the 
negligence of any kind or nature, whether foreseen or unforeseen, arising 
directly or indirectly from the Released Parties own negligence or some other 
cause.  
 
I understand that all matters relating to or arising out of my (or my son’s, 
daughter’s or ward’s) relationship with the HIF shall be governed by the 
substantive laws of the State of Maine, and any mediation or suit shall be 
filed only in the State of Maine. If a dispute with HIF cannot be amicably 
resolved, I agree to submit the matter to mediation before a mutually 
agreeable mediator recognized by Maine courts, in an effort to avoid suit.  
 
This indemnity provision applies to claims that the Released Parties were 
negligent but does not include claims of gross negligence or intentionally 
wrongful conduct.  
 
I, or the minor child on whose behalf I, as parent or legal guardian, sign this 
Agreement, acknowledge and confirm that I am in good health and have no 
physical limitations, which would affect my presence on HIF properties 
and/or participation in HIF sponsored activities.  I agree to pay attention to 
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the state of equipment that I may use, and to advise staff members if I do any 
damage or notice damage or problems. I certify that I have read any posted 
rules, and accept responsibility for failing to abide by such rules.  If the HIF 
staff, its volunteers, instructors or agents make any specific request or 
instruction of me, I agree to comply. 
 
I grant full permission to HIF to use my (or the minor student’s) name, photo, 
video, or other image in advertising and promotional materials without 
further notification or compensation.   
  
If any part of this agreement is found to be invalid, the remainder of the 
agreement shall be in full force and effect. 
 
I have carefully read this document and it is my intention to exempt and 
relieve HIF from liability for personal injury, property damage or wrongful 
death caused by negligence or any other cause. I agree the terms of this 
agreement are binding on me, my family, heirs, executors, and 
administrators.  An electronic copy of my signature is as valid as an original. 
 
 
 
 
Participant Signature      DATE 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Printed Name 
 
A parent or guardian’s signature is required if participant is under 18 (or if participant is a 
resident of Alabama and under the age of 19) (or if participant is a resident of Mississippi and 
under the age of 21).  I certify that I have legal authority to act on behalf of the minor child.   
 
________________________________________________________ 
Parent or Guardian       DATE 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Printed Name 
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