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Learn more and register today!

Announcing a new $25,000 match 
for all gifts made by December 31!

You will provide more youth with transformational 
learning opportunities on Hurricane Island by 

giving today. Thank you!

 “I truly feel inspired and more empowered than 
I ever have to find new passions and explore my 
capabilities. I now feel very confident being a 
woman in the environmental science field, to not 
only see powerful women educating and doing 
the things they love but to also realize that I can 
find a career, college, [and] life journey that 
combines my passions.” 

–High School Island Ecology student

Update from Dr. Jennifer Page, 
Director of Education
The 2016 season on Hurricane Island has been 
filled with programs. Hundreds of participants have 
immersed themselves in the Center for Science 
and Leadership blend of experiential, place-based 
education and research opportunities. 

While individuals across all programs experience 
our solar power, composting toilets, and food scrap 
composting, the high school students in our summer 
Island Sustainability program lived those systems from 
the first moment they set foot on the island to when 
they left us after only a short week. This energetic 
group learned about electrical circuits and the principles 
of solar power before dividing into teams to design 
and install solar systems in two cabins. Students 
then learned that low-tech solutions can be every bit 
as important as high-tech solutions as they installed 
rain barrels to provide handwashing stations on two 
of our outhouses, creating from scratch a system to 
address one of Hurricane’s limited resources. Our high 
school Island Ecology students met the designer of our 
constructed wetland, and they then developed biofilters 
for the wastewater from the handwashing stations. 

These examples highlight how we at Hurricane Island 
are confronting current and future environmental 

challenges using 
STEM discipline 
ingenuity, enacted 
through individuals 
who are inspired to 
become impassioned 
change leaders. It 
is clear we cannot 
neglect that second 
aspect, and that is 
why the Hurricane 
Island experience is 
so important. Coming 
to an island increases 
awareness of the 
impact one’s actions 
has on the community 
and how human behavior affects the natural world. 
Students in our programs unplug and are given time 
for self-reflection, for meaningful interaction with other 
program participants, and for immersion in place, all 
of which are becoming increasingly rare opportunities. 
Our intentional community cultivates ethics centered 
on sustainability and stewardship. This visionary 
foundation is critical in creating a culture of passionate, 
informed citizens who are capable of engineering 
solutions and inspiring change.
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Science and Research Update
The Collaborative Scallop Project team met in May, and the fishermen involved in the project decided to keep the Muscle 
Ridge area closed for the foreseeable future. This decision provides a unique opportunity to monitor a closed scallop area 
over the long-term. We successfully completed SCUBA dive surveys on the Muscle Ridge area, which is showing signs 
of recovery due to an increase in the number of adult and juvenile scallops present at our sites. Students in our summer 

programs helped process and count juvenile scallops in our spat bags, and they collected 
data from adult scallop shells for our growth rate analysis. This fall, we’re conducting drop 
camera surveys in partnership with Dr. Kevin Stokesbury’s team from the University of 
Massachusetts at Dartmouth. 

  In addition, we assisted researchers from Northeastern University with kelp bed monitoring 
at Pemaquid Point and established similar sites near Gibbons Point on Hurricane Island. 
The Kelp Ecosystem Ecology Network (KEEN) includes marine scientists from around the 
world who hope to assess the impact of environmental change on kelp beds.

–Caitlin Cleaver, Director of Science and Research
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School Leaders Retreat
In what continues to be a unique program in the state 
of Maine, school districts from Islesboro, North Haven, 
Belfast, and Harpswell sent leadership teams for a June 
retreat to develop critical school initiatives. North Haven 
and Belfast worked on the implementation of a new 
educator effectiveness system and Harpswell Coastal 
Academy, a magnet school, worked to reorganize and 
refresh its leadership team to meet the needs of its 
growing population. Islesboro Central School developed 
its plan for a more individualized approach to student 
learning, integrating project-based learning with a 
vibrant sustainability initiative.

On the third and last day of the retreat, school teams 
coupled with one another to share plans and receive 
crucial input, used to retool subsequent action steps. 
Participants were inspired by the remoteness and 
beauty of the island. They expressed appreciation for 
this exciting and impactful opportunity and for their own 
for personal and professional renewal. 

–Linda Bowe, Retreat Facilitator

Archaeology Update
We continued to uncover Hurricane’s past with an archaeology 
field week in early August led by Fred Koerber, a career history 
and archaeology educator from the Brunswick school system. 
We focused our efforts on a foundation and well located on the 
north end of the island, which Fred believes could have been 
built and inhabited prior to the 1870 – 1914 quarry town on the 
island. We found a number of artifacts, including three buttons 
and a few ceramic pieces that support Fred’s hypothesis.

Staff Feature: 
2016 Sustainability Intern, Rachael Goldberg
I feel very lucky to have joined the Hurricane Island Center for Science and Leadership as 
the Island’s sustainability intern. I have always known about Hurricane Island because my 
parents both spent time on the island when it was the base for the Outward Bound School, 
and I spent two weeks here exploring the island’s wonders when I was three years old. 

I am originally from Bethel, Maine and am currently a student at College of the Atlantic 
where I am studying the social and scientific implications of climate change, including its 
impact on food systems, energy, and the environment.

As the summer sustainability intern, I helped operate and maintain the island’s energy, 
water, gray water, and recycling systems, the composting toilets, and the gardens while giving sustainable systems 
tours to island visitors. One activity I liked to do with each of the students that came to the island was to ask them 
their definition of sustainability. Regardless of their age, the key phrase in nearly every definition was: “the future.” 
I believe our programs prepare students to look at the future of the earth and how they will be a part of it. Whether 
students pursue science, analyze their resource consumption, or simply enjoy their time within the island’s 
supportive community, they, like thousands before them, rave about the transformative experience and the 
beauty of Hurricane Island. 

Our beloved Blue 
Door cabin continues 
to get renovated by 
volunteers led by Tony 
Contakos. We are still 
raising funds for this 
effort, and are about 
$3000 shy of our goal.

Make your 
“Blue Door” 
gift today!

Old friends and new...
2016 has been an exhilarating year as we forge 
ahead to increase the capacity of our staff while 
growing our programs and the reach of our 
science and research. With generous funding 
from the Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation, 
we expanded our Development office to now 
include Rebecca Kurtz. During Rebecca’s 15 
years with environmentally-focused non-profits, 
she has cultivated a suite of skills including 
program management, grant writing, and 
community outreach.

We launched a number of exciting new initiatives. 
The Hurricane Society celebrates donors who 
give more than $1,000 each year. We now have 
several business partners supporting our work, 
including Brimstone Consulting Group, Boston 
Financial, Lonza, and FMC Biopolymer.

Our Farm to Table Dinners continue to feature 
sustainably sourced, local foods, including 
Hurricane’s own. We also enjoyed a gorgeous 
evening featuring fresh Maine seafood at an 
event hosted by trustee Frank Blair at his “new/
old home” in Northeast Harbor.

Science and Research Director Cait Cleaver’s 
talks have reached hundreds. The centerpiece of 
her presentations was our Collaborative Scallop 
Project, now in its fifth year engaging scientists, 
policy-makers, and fishermen. We partnered with 
local nonprofits to provide a touch tank of marine 
critters and hands-on science experiments to 
hundreds of kids at the Maine Boats, Homes 
and Harbors Show.

We’re delighted to share that we have a new 
$25,000 matching challenge to encourage 
people to give generously this year. The impact 
of your fall gift on our transformative science 
programs will double.

Some of our 2016 visitors...

n Hokule’a
A traditional Polynesian voyaging 
canoe stopped at Hurricane 
Island for two nights during its 
60,000 mile voyage “bringing 
people around the world together 
to set a course for a sustainable 
future.” Our Marine Ecology 
students shared their own work, 
sparking lively conversations 
about the fauna, systems, and 
cultural practices in the Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans.

n Vinalhaven Land Trust
The Vinalhaven Land Trust twice included Hurricane Island for “Walk 
and Talk” programming, bringing dozens from Carver’s Harbor to 
learn about Hurricane’s history, sustainable off-grid systems, science 
initiatives, and archaeology program.

n Rozalia Project for a Clean Ocean
The Rozalia Project for a Clean Ocean visited us again on their 
green research vessel American Promise. Their grassroots effort 
addresses the problem of marine debris through education, cleanup, 
and solutions-based research. Rozalia’s crew spent a full day with 
our Sustainability program students. Check out their video at the 
Island Updates section of our website!

Rachael, on right, with a 
program on Hurricane.

HI_Newsletter Fall v5 2016.indd   2 10/12/16   2:49 PM


