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Learn more and register today!

Announcing a new $25,000 match 
for all gifts made by December 31!

You will provide more youth with transformational 

learning opportunities on Hurricane Island by 

giving today. Thank you!

 “I truly feel inspired and more empowered than 
I ever have to find new passions and explore my 
capabilities. I now feel very confident being a 
woman in the environmental science field, to not 
only see powerful women educating and doing 
the things they love but to also realize that I can 
find a career, college, [and] life journey that 
combines my passions.” 

–High School Island Ecology student

Update from Dr. Jennifer Page, 
Director of Education
The 2016 season on Hurricane Island has been 

¿OOHG�ZLWK�SURJUDPV��+XQGUHGV�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�KDYH�
immersed themselves in the Center for Science 

and Leadership blend of experiential, place-based 

education and research opportunities. 

While individuals across all programs experience 

our solar power, composting toilets, and food scrap 

composting, the high school students in our summer 

Island Sustainability program lived those systems from 

WKH�¿UVW�PRPHQW�WKH\�VHW�IRRW�RQ�WKH�LVODQG�WR�ZKHQ�
they left us after only a short week. This energetic 

group learned about electrical circuits and the principles 

of solar power before dividing into teams to design 

and install solar systems in two cabins. Students 

then learned that low-tech solutions can be every bit 

as important as high-tech solutions as they installed 

rain barrels to provide handwashing stations on two 

of our outhouses, creating from scratch a system to 

address one of Hurricane’s limited resources. Our high 

school Island Ecology students met the designer of our 

FRQVWUXFWHG�ZHWODQG��DQG�WKH\�WKHQ�GHYHORSHG�ELR¿OWHUV�
for the wastewater from the handwashing stations. 

These examples highlight how we at Hurricane Island 

are confronting current and future environmental 

challenges using 

STEM discipline 

ingenuity, enacted 

through individuals 

who are inspired to 

become impassioned 

change leaders. It 

is clear we cannot 

neglect that second 

aspect, and that is 

why the Hurricane 

Island experience is 

so important. Coming 

to an island increases 

awareness of the 

impact one’s actions 

has on the community 

and how human behavior affects the natural world. 

Students in our programs unplug and are given time 

IRU�VHOI�UHÀHFWLRQ��IRU�PHDQLQJIXO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�
program participants, and for immersion in place, all 

of which are becoming increasingly rare opportunities. 

Our intentional community cultivates ethics centered 

on sustainability and stewardship. This visionary 

foundation is critical in creating a culture of passionate, 

informed citizens who are capable of engineering 

solutions and inspiring change.
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Science and Research Update
7KH�&ROODERUDWLYH�6FDOORS�3URMHFW�WHDP�PHW�LQ�0D\��DQG�WKH�¿VKHUPHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�SURMHFW�GHFLGHG�WR�NHHS�WKH�0XVFOH�
Ridge area closed for the foreseeable future. This decision provides a unique opportunity to monitor a closed scallop area 

over the long-term. We successfully completed SCUBA dive surveys on the Muscle Ridge area, which is showing signs 

of recovery due to an increase in the number of adult and juvenile scallops present at our sites. Students in our summer 

programs helped process and count juvenile scallops in our spat bags, and they collected 

data from adult scallop shells for our growth rate analysis. This fall, we’re conducting drop 

camera surveys in partnership with Dr. Kevin Stokesbury’s team from the University of 

Massachusetts at Dartmouth. 

  In addition, we assisted researchers from Northeastern University with kelp bed monitoring 

at Pemaquid Point and established similar sites near Gibbons Point on Hurricane Island. 

The Kelp Ecosystem Ecology Network (KEEN) includes marine scientists from around the 

world who hope to assess the impact of environmental change on kelp beds.

–Caitlin Cleaver, Director of Science and Research
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